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Why it matters:
Much of U.S. farmland is leased



Why it matters:
Beginning farmers especially rely on leased land



Why it matters:
10% of farmland expected to transfer in next 4 years



Access:
Acquire
Lease

Tenure: 
Ownership
Tenancy

Land access & tenure: 
Simplified



Land access & tenure
Complicated



• ~40 % of U.S. 
agricultural land is 
likely to transfer in 
next 20 years

• Succession planning 
improves conditions 
for long term 
investments

• Transfer is window 
for support: e.g. 
transitions incentive 
program; land 
trusts; partnerships

Farmland transfer:
An inescapable opportunity

Image credit: Greenhorns



• Most commonly, land trusts 
acquire development rights (i.e. 
an easement)

• Long-term investment in 
agroforestry more sensible if 
development is off the table

• Land trusts often also have a 
conservation mission 
agroforestry can help fulfill

• Emerging models include: 

– Affirmative agricultural 
requirements

– Option to purchase at 
agricultural value

– Community Land Trusts acquire 
land and offer long-term leases

Land trusts:
Emerging approaches to access & tenure



Map from National Incubator Farm Training Initiative

Farm Incubators:
Opportunity to install agroforestry as training infrastructure –

some precedent with orchards



Long-term leases for agroforestry:
Means or an end?



Potential Benefits of a Long-Term Lease in Agroforestry



Sample questions in crafting lease agreement



Sample checklist in crafting lease agreement



Sample lease agreement template



An example:
Agroforestry with 30-year lease agreement



Example: Saturn Farm

Commercial chestnut, 
hazelnut, and currant

- 21 acres

- 7-acre CRP Windbreak

- 3.5-acre CRP Pollinator

- Absentee land owner

- Beginning farmer + investor

- 30-year cash rent lease

- Fixed formula for liquidated 
damages to Lessee if lease 
is terminated early

- Lessee has first-right-of-
refusal to purchase land



Lessee purchases, 
manages, harvests, and 
profits from perennial crops

Lessee pays for CRP 
and receives payment

Example: Saturn Farm







Opportunities: 
- 400,000,000 acres changing hands this decade
- Many non-operator landowners desire alternatives to row crops 
- Operator landowners may lease land to integrated enterprises
- Growing demand for local and healthy farm products
Needs:
- Farmer development & support  
- Landowner/investor education & engagement
- Intermediaries to broker & backstop multi-party agreements
- Diversified revenue, risk mitigation, & equity models

Thank you!
Questions? 

Scathing rebuttals?
Comments? 

keefe@savannainstitute.org

Those who are inspired by a
model other than Nature, a
mistress above all masters,
are laboring in vain.

- Leonardo da Vinci
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