Dryland Agroforestry in the Southwest: Can We Combine the Old with the New?
James Allen and Thom Alcoze
School of Forestry, Northern Arizona University
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Why Focus on the Reservations?

Distribution of American Indians and Alaska Natives Across
States, 2009-2011

*Very large land base

* A substantial population A
* High poverty rate
* High incidence of diabetes

° ° i i d Alaska Natives [0 US Population
* History of sustainable
o5% 64%
land use/manipulation
* Not much research to date? |
16%
Fair/Poor Health Overweight or
http://www.kff.org/report-section/health-coverage-and-care-for-american-indians-and-alaska-natives-issue-brief/ Obese
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Natural Forest-Based Approaches, (e.g. Raramun Burnmg m MeX|co)
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“The understory of oak groves is burned to retard new growth of oak and other trees
and plants that would compete with the existing oaks. This results in higher yields of

acorns and also in some fruit-producing shrubs”
- E. Salmon. 2000. Ecological Applications 10(5): 1327-1332.




Crop Production within Forest and Woodlands:
Clearings, Swales, and Understory?

Hopi
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Homestead/HQmegarden-Based Aproaches
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Hopi farming is in a constant state of
adaptation. s
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Reservation Schools:
Potential Agroforestry Partners?




Future Directions

* Homestead and Farm Surveys
* Focus on Native American practices

*Build Connections with and among Existing
Organizations

* Research Trials and Demonstration Sites
* Southwest Agroforestry Working Group?
* Agroforestry on Public Lands?



Questions?




